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r$f*fHEK.E is not any 
1 * Speculation , which 

greeab/e tleajure to 
the Mind , than that of be- 
holding from what Obfcwe and 
Mean Beginnings , the mojl Po- 
lite and Entertaining Arts have 

A 3 rifen 
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Hence it appears , that th 
Original of Romance * 
very Ancient ,• fmce this Wa 
of Promoting Virtue has been re 
ccitied in the Earliejl Ages j a 
is evident from the frji Re- 
cords of Mankind. And as i 
fiends -very remote from Moderi 
Ages' • fo, That it is found out, 
mttj} be an High SatisfiSiion to 
the Curious in Antiquity. 



"Upon this Account, Tbey 

much indebted to the La- 

and Penetration of Hue- 

J who has, aith the great- 

eji Accuracy and Judgment 

traced the Subjeci he nndertoo. 

to Jliuftrate, till he found it in 

it. 
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Us Infancy , involved in the 
"Umbrage of Fable , and per- 
plexed in the Folds of Myftery 
and Riddle. 

This Task was enjoin'd Hint 
( He informs us, ) by his Ac- 
quaintance and Friend, Monfieur 
•Segrais ; a Gentleman very in- 
timately verfed in all Polite 
Learning ; and admirably well 
qualified, to 'Difcern and Judge, 
upon the Subject of R o M A N* 
c E s ; fince He had dtfcover'd 
himfelf to be a Compleat Mafia 
in the Art, by fever al inimita- 
ble Productions of that Nature, 
which he publifbed in the Lan- 
guage of his Country : A Coun- 
try , Famous for all Sorts of 
A 5 Deligbt- 

\ 



viij The Piujce. 

his Accurate Difquifition into 
the Original of Romances. 

For if it has not improved, 
h has certainly enlarged Ins Fame j 
because It is Recommended 'to 
the ll'wld, in Frvo of the moji 
Fxlenfive Languages Known in 
it ; I mean, Latin and French : 
So that I have no great Keafon 
to fear its being well received 
in Englifli : EfpeciaUy fince Ro- 
mance has of late convefd it 
felf very far into the F-fleem of 
this Nation , and is become the 
Principal Viverfion of the Re- 
tirement of People of all Condi- 
tions. 

And 
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And (tho 1 we have been hi- 
therto, for the moji fart, fupply'd 
with Truncations from tlx French) 
it is to be hoped, that we won't 
any longer fubfijl upon Reverfc 
but that fame Englilli Genius 
will dare to Naturalise Romance 
into our Soil j which ( I dorit 
doubt ) H will agree with , as 
well as that of a Neighbouring 
Country ; Jince we are acknow- 
ledged to be very Ingenious , in 
Improving Foreign Inventions. 

To promote this Vefign , the 
Header will jind in the follow- 
ing Treatife , tlx Befi bijlru&i- 
ons for Compofmg Roman- 
ces, with all Necejfary Dtf- 
pofitions 
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poptions for the PerfeHion 
the Art. And becanje the on- 
ly Way to a Right Judgment 
upon our own , is to Compare 
than with the Performances of 
other Men ; Our Author has, 
with Great Perfpiatity and Clear- 
nefs, illttflrated the Beauties, ano 
pointed out the Deficiencies , 
the Beji Productions of this Kindj 
and, according to the Dire&im of 
the Poet, 

• raifcuit utile dulci. 

Hon, 

I have no more to add, by 
way of Preface ; but to Impe 
the Original has not fttffer'd, by 
Tranjlation into Englifli ; If it 

has 
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Im* ; , Tlbiy , I presume , is not 
the firjl Cafe y where a Good 
Defign bos atoned for fome flight 
Imperfeftions in the frofecntion 
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ROMANCES. 

SIR, 

~~*J% OUR Cuiiofity ; and 
X «• Beiire Co be, infarnfd 
1 of The Original of Ro- 
mances, is both Rcafonable ajid 
Natural, fince .yon Kxcil in the 
Art of Conippi^ 

A wifli 
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wifli I may difcover the fan 
Perfe&ion in the Hiftory I now 
fend you of 'em. 

At prefent my Books are no 
with me, and my Thoughts are 
taken up with Matters of a very 
different Nature. I am fatisfy'd 
of the Labour and Difficulty of 
fnch an Attempt , fince 'tis nei- 
ther Provence , nor Spain, as fome . 
are of Opinion , that we fhall | 
find nr have given Birth; fq iWs 
agreeable Amufe'mem : V. 
in the Purfuir of it, enquire in- 
to the remoteft Countries 
derive our Acror: 
moft Latent Part of Ant'ujuit; 
However, I rmift gratify vc 
Kequeft, fince onr continued an 
ftrift Fririid/hip gives von 
■Right to-demandVstlEi'divrfts rfie 
of 
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of the Power to denv you any 
Thing. 

The Name of Romance was 
formerly extended not only to 
Profe but Verfe ; Giraldi and J><- 
£ra,in their Trcatifes^e Romamr, 
fcarce mention any other, and 
lay down the Bayardos and A-tojh 
for'Inftances of their Opinion. 
But the Cuftom of this Age pre- 
vails to the contrary ; fo that we 
efteem nothing to be properly 
Romance but Eiftions'of Love 
Adventures , dilpofed into an 
Elegant Style in Profe, for the 
Delight and Infrruciion of the 
Reader. 

1 call them FicVions , to dif- 
criminatc them from True H'r- 
(lorics; and I add, of Love Ad- 
ventures, becaufe Love ought to 
A 2 be 
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be the Principal Subject c 
mance. It is required to 
Profe by the Humour of th 
Times. it muft be compos'c 
with Art and Elegance , left i 
fliould appear to be a rude undi- 
gefted Mafs 3 without Order or 
Beauty. 

The principal End of "Ro- 
mance, or at leaf! what ought 
to be foj and is chiefly to be re- 
garded by the Author, is the In- 
ftruSion of the Reader ; before 
whom he mull preicnt Virtue 
fucccfsful.and Vice inDifgrace; 
but becaufe the Mind of Man 
naturally hates to be inform'.d, 
and ( by the Influence of Self- 
Conceit) refifts Inftruction ,' 'tis 
to be deceived by rhc Blandith- 
ments'of Plcalure; and tlie. Ri- 
gor 



Romance; 

gor of Precept is to be fubdned 
by the Allurements of Exam- 
ple. Thus we regulate our own 
Deftfts, and at the fame Time 
condemn them in others. 

Thus it appears, That the En- 
tertainment of the Reader , 
■which the Ingenious Romancer 
fcems chiefly ro defign, is fub- 
ord'mate to his Principal 
which is the InftrucVion 
Mindj and Correction of Man- 
ners ; and the Beauty of a Ko- 
vtance ftafTds or falls according 
to its Attention to this Definiti- 
on and End. 

Tis with an Account of this 
So'rr that I (hall endeavour to 
entertain you^ and I hope 
Curioliry extends no firth 

A 3 Ifliall 
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I (hall not therefore in this 
Place take Romances in Verfe, 
much lefs Epic Poems, which be- 
fide the Difference of their 
Style, are compos'd of very dif- 
ferent ElTentials which diftin- 
guifii them from sXomancei ; Tho' 
in feveral Refpefis there is a 
great Relation between them ; 
cording to Arijiolle (who 
ns us, That 'tis Fiction ra- 
ther than Verfe which makes a 
Poet) a Writer of Kotna/ice may 
be reckon'd among- the Poets. 
"Petronhts tells us, That Poems 
are to move in a great Circum- 
ference by the Miniftry of the 
Gods, and Expreffions vaft and 
audacious ; fo that Firft, They 
may be looked upon as Oracles 
throughout, from a Spirit full of 
Fury, 
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ftiry, and then for a faithful 
and exact Narration. 

Romances preferve a much 
greater Simplicity, and are not 
fo exalted , nor have ti 
Figures in Invention and Exprcf- 
fion. 

Poems have more of the fub- 
limr, though they are not al- 
ways confined to Probability. 
Romances have more of Pro 
lity, though they don't advance 
fo far toward the Sublime. 

Events an- more regular and 
correct in the Frame of their 
Contrivance, and receive lefs 
Addition from Events and Epi- 
fodes than Romances, which are 
capable of thefe Acceflions, be- 
caufe their Style is not fo eleva- 
ted, aud they don't fo fat di- 
A 4 fiend 
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fiend the IntclleS, fo that the' 
give it leave to admit a greate: 
Number of different Ideas. 

In Ihorr, Poems make forr 
Military A&,or Politic Conduct, 
their Theme, and only defcant 
upon Love at Plcafure; where- 
as Romances, on the contrary, 
have Love for their Principal 
Subject, and don't'eoncern them- 
in War or Politicks, but 
by Accident. I fpeak of Regular 
Romances , for thofe in Old 
French , Spanifb , and Italian , 
have generally more of the Sol- 
dier than Gallant. 

This induced Oiraldi to con 
ceive, That the Name Romanct 
was derived from a Greek Word 
fignifying Force znt} Strengtb^Gno 
the Performances in that kind 
mad 
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made it their Bufinefs to lllu- 
ftratc and Difplay the Valour 
and Atchievements of the P .ilia- 
dines ; but Crraldi was miftaken 
in this , as you'll find here- 
after. 

Neither would I here He un- 
derftood to comprehend Hifto- 
ries which are obferved to con- 
tain many Falfitics ; fuch i 
of Herodoiiii ( which y by the 
Way , is not fo Guilty in th'is 
Rofpe£t as force imagine) : The 
Navigation of Hamio, the Life 
of Afitll.onim wrote by Pliiloftra- 
ud many others. 
Thefe WorKs arc true in the 
Main, and falfe in fome Parts. 
KtmMtts? on the contrary, are 
falfe in the Grofs, and true in 
fome Particulars. Thefe contain 
A 5 Truth 
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Truth mingled with Falflio* 
thole FaKhood irradiated 
feme Infperfion of Truth 
mean, that Falfliood is fo Pr< 
minant in Romance, that i 
be altogether Falfe in W 
and every Pai ticulai . 

Arijhtle informs us, That 
Tragedy whofe Argumem 
known, and extracted from 
flory, is the moft Perfect, 
caufe it arifes nearer to V. 
mility than that wilofe Subjei 
New and Fictitious. Howe 
this he does not condemn , 
caufe tho' the Plot of the 
mer be taken from Hiftory, 
the Generality of the Spe&a 
may be Ignorant of it. and thi 
fore this Sort can't foil to 
)iverf!on to the Company. 
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may be apply'd to Roman- 
ces, with this Reltra'mt, that a 
total Fiction of the Argun.. 
more allowable in Romances , 
where the ASors are of indiffe- 
rent Quality, ( fuch are the Co- 
mic) than in Heroic Performan- 
ces, where Princes and Conque- 
rors are the Characters, and 
where the Adventures are Me- 
morable and llluftrious; becaufe 
it caifr be probable that great 
Tranfactions and Events lie hid 
to the World , and neglected by 
Hiftorian;, j and Probability , 
which is not always obferv'd in 
Hiftory , is eflentiat to a Kiv 
mancc. 

I exclude that fort of Hiftory 
which is FaHe throughout the 
whole Narration , but w as in- 
vented 
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vented through the Deficiency, 
true Accounts and Information 
i'uch are the imaginary Originals 
of moft Nations , efpecially 
thofe which are Barbarous. Of 
this kind are the Hiitories fo pa: 
pably forged by the Monk Ann, 
us Viterbcafu, which defexve the 
Indignation and Contempt of the 
Learned World. 

There's the fame difference be- 
tween Komames, and thefe fort 
of Works, as between thofe, 
who by innocent Artifice Dif- 
guize themfelves in Mafqui 
rade for their own Pleafure, and 
trie Diversion of others, an* 
thofe who all'ume the Name and 
Perfon of "the "Dead, or abfent, 
or poflefs themfelves of their 
Eftates, 
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Eftates, by the Colour of a Re- 
fcmblancc to rhtm. 

Lafrly, I lliall exclude Fables 
from my Subject, foi Romance is 
a Fiction of Thing? which may, 
bur never have happened ; where- 
as the Matter of Fables is what 
never has, nor ever will be per- 
fbrm'd. 

Now I have determuvd the 
Works which properly defcrve 
the Name of Romance , 1 ailur. 
That their Original is deriv'd 
from the Enjicrn Nations I mean 
tlie JEgyftians-j Ar.abuns^ 
aits, and Syrians. I don't doubt 
yout Concurrence with my Opi- 
nion, when I iliall have mown, 
that the moft Ancient Authors 
of this Work were defcended 
ftom thefe Countries. Cktmkus 
who 
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who compofed Books of Love 
was of Cilicia, a Province nea 

Syria. Jamhlubns , who wrbti 
the Adventure of JUwlattef am 
SwoniS) was Eoni of Syrian Pa 
rents, and educated at Babylon 
Heliodonts, Author of the Stop 
of Tbeagenes and Charuka, w; 
of Lwi'f</, a Town of* Fbuntci, 
Ljuian , who wrote the Met. 
morphofo of Lueitfa into an, Afs 
was of Saatofata, the Metfop 
Jis ai Conmiagena^z Port ofSyri 
Achlles TatiHSj who wrote tl 
Amour of Clitophim and fjnrci 
^f , was of Alexandria in ^ 
£#"• Tjke fabulous Hiftory 
Barlaam and J*}fapbat > was co 
po^d by St. 7^-" °f Damajrxf 
the Chid City. of J^rfrf. Dtf/wa 
oiu, who compuVd four Boo 
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of Fifiions, not only incredible, 
as he Entitles them , but far di- 
ftant from the reach of Probabi- 
lity, was, as I'btilius allures us, of 
the fame Damajats. The three 
Jiinofliout , Romancers , which 
Smdas fpcaks of j one was of 
Aiilimh in Syria , another of 
Cyprus, an Illand near that Nati- 
on. So that this deferves to be 
ftiVd the Countrey of the Ro- 
»i,i/icers rather than Greet 1 
ther they were only tranfplant- 
cd j tho' they lik'd the Soil fo 
well, and found it fo agreeable, 
that they immediately took 

Tis hardly credible how the 
Genius of thefe People is dilpi 
fed and addi&ed to Poetry, In- 
vention, and Fiction. All the ir 
Difcourfe 
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Difcourfe is Figures. They ne- 
ver exprefs themfelves but 
Allegories. Their Theology and 
Philofophy, but principally theit 
Politick; and Morals , are all 
difguiled under Fables and Para- 
bles. 

We may fee by the Hierogly- 
phicks of the Mgypiians, to what 
a degree that Nation inclined to 
be Myftcrious ; every Thin 
with them was exprelVd by 
mages ; all in Difguife. Their 
Religion was veil'd , and never 
difclos'd to the Vulgar, but un- 
der the Mask of Fables; which 
•they' never took erf but for the 
Information of luch as were 
thought worthy to be iniriatcd 
inro their Aram. Hfi 
fays, That tile (j,ait hud fron 
them 
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their Mv thology, and Theo- 
logy ; and he relates fome Sto- 
ries which himlelf had learned 
from the Mgyplians, and for 
which he is thought too Credu- 
lous, tho 1 he delivers them only 
as Fables. However, it tickled 
the Genius, and fuited the Fan- 
cies of the Greeks, a Nation, as 
Herodotus affirms 5 dcfirous to 
learn , and entirely addified to 
Novelties. 

Twas without doubt from 
thefe Priefts, that Vythdgaras and 
Plaio y m their Voyage to JEgypt , 
learned to Transform their Plii- 
lofophy, and hide it under the 
Shadow of Myftery and Dif- 
guife. 

As for the Arabians , if you 
fnquire into their Books, you'll 
find 
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find nothing but Unnatural Me- 
.litudes, and 1 icii- 
i heir Alcoran is of this 
kind ; and Wlaioimi declares 
that he made it To, that it might 
be undci flood with left Diffi- 
culty, aiid leave a more lafting 
Impreflion. They liave Manda- 
ted the Fables of £fop into 
their own Language, and fome 
of that Country have compol'ed 
others in Imitation of them. 
Locman , fo Famous in the Ea- 
Jlern Works , is no other than 
J&fop. His Fables, which the 
Arabians amatVed into a prodigi- 
ous Volume, raifed him fuch a 
Reputation among them, that 
the Alcoran beftows a particular 
Chapter to Dluftrate his Wifdom, 
which bears his Name tor itsTiile. 
The 
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The Lives of their Patriarchs, 
Prophets, and Apoftles, are all 
Fabulous. Nothing affects them 
fo nearly as Poetry , which is 
the Study of their Eminent Ge- 
nius's. This their Inclination is 
not Modern ; it prevailed before 
the Time of Mahomet, as ap- 
pears from our having fome Per- 
formances of that kind . which 
bear as Ancient a Dare. Erpo 
ttitis affirms, rhat all the other 
Parts of the World together 
had nor produc d fuch a Num- 
ber of Poets as Arabia. They 
reckon Sixty as Princes of rheir 
Profellion ; each of which is at- 
tended by Troops of a lower 
Efteem. The moft lllullrious 
wrote upon Love j and fome of 
their Books upon that Subject 
have 
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have been difperfed in the tt'fjf; 
many of their Cthpbs have 
thought this Art not unworthy 
their Application. MdnUa, one 
of them , diftinguilli'd him- 
felf in this RrfpccV, and con* 
pos'd a Book of Similitudes, as 
fLlti/jcM informs us. 

Tis from the Arabians (in my 
Judgment) that we receive the 
Art of Rhyming ; and 'tis high- 
ly probable that the Lcunme 
Vcries were made in Imitation 
of them : For ic does not ap- 
pear, that this Way of Writing 
was introduced into Europe be- 
fore the Irruption of Taric and 
ihixa into Spam. ; whereas we 
find it very prevalent in the fol- 
lowing Ages ; tho' otherwifc I 
could produce that Rhymes 
were 
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were not unknown to the Anci- 
ent Kofi: 

The ierfmar have not at all 
come lliort of the Arabians, in 
the Art of Falsifying agreeably. 
Foraltho' they dotefted nothing 
more, and forbad theirChildrert 
nothing with greater Severiry, 
than Lying, yet in their Books, 
and Commerce of Letters, they 
were extremely delighted with 
them, if Fiftions may property 
be laid to be Lies. We need no 
farther Convifiion in this Point 
than the Fabulous Adventures of 
their Lawgiver Yjwoafter. Strabo 

hat their Ti : 
deliver'il Moral Precepts ro their 
Difciples , under the Umbrage 
of Fiction ; and in another 
Vhcr be reHs us, there's no 

dit 
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fix to be given to the Ancient 
Hiftories of the FerftanSjMetks, 
and Syrians , beeaufe , of the 
irrong Inclination their "Writers 
had to relate Fall? ties for Truth ; 
fince the Conipofers of Fablej 
were in the Higheft Efteem, and 
were fure thePeople would take 
Pleafure to read thofe Fabu- 
lous Recitals composed after the 
Manner of Hiitories. The Fa- 
bles of JEfop are fo much in Fa- 
vour with them, that they will 
have the Author to be their 
Countryman (the fame with Loo 
man, mention^ in the Attotttn, as 
I have dbfervM) who is-in fo high 
Reputation among all the People 
in the Levant^ that they defpuil 
ftrrrgit ofrheHonouriof his Birth, 
and vindicate it to themfclves. 
For 
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For the Arabians fay he was of 
he Race of the Hebrews; and 
the 'Persians allert, that he was 
an Arabian Negro, and lived in 
the Town Ca\ti"jw i winch is the 
..- of the Anrients. Others 
on the contrary (obferving his 
i itten by Mirkiwd, to be 
■very agreeable to that of flLjop, 
which MaxmiHs Ylatmd 
left: and 1 taking Notice, that as 
ve Wifdom to Loc- 
■iii , fo Mercury be- 
ime upon Mfop, ac- 
ms) are per- 
fwaded that the (iraks have 
ftolcn Lodvan rroni the Orien- 
tals, and of h'rm competed their 
Put 1 mnft not here de- 
Controverfv. 1 lliall 
ly recommend what is (aid by 
Strafo 
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Strobe to your Notice, That the ' 
Hifiories of the People in the 
Eafl are ftufft with Lies, and are 
not at all Faithful or Exact ; that 
it is very probable they have 
been Fictitious in their Account 
of the Author, and Original of 
Fables, as well as in the reft; 
that the Creeks are more Dili- 
gent, and of better Credit, both 
in their Chronology and Hifto- 
ry ; and that the Conformity of 
MirhmcTs Locman with the /£,{<ip 
of Tlanurles and 'PhiloftratHt , 
does no more prove that JEfap 

a man, than that I 
was /Efop. The Terfians havp 
Sirnamed Locmau the Sag 
that jEfop was in F-fiecl reckoned 
in the Number pi,; the. U ijc. 
They fay he was ve 

fed , 
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ed in the Science of Medicine, 
that he found out admirable Se- 
rets , and among the reft that 
if reviving die Dead. 

They have been fo laborious 
n their Paraphrafes and Com- 
ments upon his Fables, that they 
^as well as the Arabians') have 
ugmented them into a great 
Volume, a Copy of which is to 
)e feen in the Vatican. His Re- 
>utation has fpcad as far as JEr 
)fi and Nulua, where his Cha- 
acfer and Wifdom are in great 
1'eneration. The Modern Turks 
lave no lels Eftcein for him, 
and believe, with Mirhond, that 
liv'd in David's Time; in 
ch Account ( if he be really 
'.ftp, and we may confide in 
Greet Chronology) they are 
B not 
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not miftak.cn above Four Hun- 
dred and Fifty Years, which is 
very cxcufable in the Turks t 
who rarely come fo near 
in their Computation. This 
Opinion would agree better 
with Heftodj who was Cotempo- 
rary with Solomon j and who (in 
the Opinion of Quhuilian) de- 
ferves the Honour of the Inven- 
tion of Fables, which is attri- 
buted to fiLjop. 

There are no Poets that equal 
the Tajians in Licenfe ; they 
give themfelves to Falfify : Thq 
lives of their Saints, the Ori- 
ginal of their Religion, they 
have fo disfigured in their Hifto- 
rfc ( the Truth of which we 
know from the Relations cf el 
Greeks and Romans) that we can' 
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be fure of anv Thing thev deli- 
ver. They have degenerated 10 
far from their once laudable De- 
teftation of thofe who advanced 
their own Intereft bv Falfhood, 
that they now account, it an Ho- 
nour to do fo. They are paf- 
fionatelv fond of Poetry ; >k 
the Diverfion of the Princes a- d 
People. The chief Entertain- 
ment of a Feaft is wanting by 
the abfence of a Poet. The 
Works of Gallantry and Love- 
Stories have been Famou. > and 
difcover the Romancing Genius 
of the Nation. 

The Indian; alio. >«r labours 
of the Per //:?#; . had a [xk<.uu 
Inclination to Fabi:!o-: Ir.vnri- 
on?. SitmLihar *>i A«*t (V^ntrv 
compofed a Book of Pafs'>k;. 

B i vhkl. 
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which was Translated by the ffc* 
bren>s y and is at this Day ro be 
found in the Libraries of the 
Curious. Father Ponjpn , the 
Jefuit, has joyned to his Facby- 
merm > which he lately Printed 
at Rome* a Dialogue between 
Abfotom, King of the JW/t\r,and 
a Gyw/ivfopl.uU , upon feveral 
QuelVions of Morality ■ where 
this Philofopher never exprefies 
hinifclf but in Fables, after the 
Manner of Mfop. The Preface 
to this Book imports, that it 
was carefully kept in rhe Trea- 
fury of the Charters of the 
Realm ; ih.tr Fcr-boex, Phyfician 
of Cbofriie'bj King of 'Perfia, 
it out oi hid/an and 
.' out of Pc- 

fian into Arabian} and 
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Sethi from Arabian into Greek. 
This Book is fo little different 
from the Apologues, which bear 
the Name of the Indian TUpay, 
and which were feen in French 
fome few Years fince,lhat there's 
no doubt but that it was either 
the Original., or the Copy. For 
Yis faid that this Tilpay was a 
JBrachman , who had a Great 
Poft in the Affairs of State and 
Government of the Indies under 
King Vabchelin ; that he com- 
prized all his Politics and Morals 
within this Book^ which was 
prefervcd by the Kings of the 
Indies, as a Treafure of Wil- 
dom and Learning, That the 
Reputation of this Book being 
carried fo hr & to 'SwirifevQu* 
King, of Terpa y he P ocui» d a 

B 3 Copy 
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Copy of it by the Intereft of 
his Phyiician, who tranllated it 
into Terfnw ; that Caliph Almi- 
afar Alu!dnz>Qr caufcd it to be 
tranflated iiom Tcrfmn into Arct- 
ium j and anothet out of Ara- 
bian into Terfmn \ and that after 
all thefe Tertian Tranflations, a 
New one was compofed difle- 
rent from all the former ; and 
from this came the French Tia 
Hation. 'Tis certain, that whi 
ever reads the Hiftory of 
pretended Patriarchs of the 
dians, Brammond and Brema\ 
of theit Pofterity and Propa^ 
tion , will need no farthi 
Proof to convince him of the 
Love this People have for Fables. 
This inclines me to believe that 
Horace, when he gave the Epi- 
tbci 
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tbet of Fabulous to the Rrrcr 

Hydafpes , which a riles in this 
Country , meaned that it be- 
ind ends its Courfe a- 
a People very much acidi- 
fied to Fiction and Difguiie. 

Thefe Fictions and Patables 
which you fee make up the 
prophane Learning of the Na- 
tions bcfore-mentionM 3 have 
been fan&ifyM in Syria ; and 
the Sacred Authors complying 
with the Humour of the jfewx, 
made Ufe of them to expreis the 
Inspirations they received from 
Heaven. The Holy Scripture is 

her Myfterious, Allegori- 
cal , and Enigmatical. The 

':its are of Opinion that 

the Eook of Job h no other 

than a Parable of the Hebrews 

B 4 Inven- 
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Invention ; this Bock, that o 
David, the Trovcrbs , JLrcU 
ajlcs, the Canticles , and all 
thct Holy Songs, are Poetir 
Works abounding with Fignn 
which would li cm bold and vi 
lent in our Writings, and whi 
are frequent in thole of ft 
Nation. The Book of Trover 
\~ orherv.ife calfd the Taijl/olt 
becaufe Proverbs of this ft 
according to the Definition 
Quimilun, are only fliort 1 
gures or Parables cxprefs'd 
little. 

The Book of CtiHiicks is 
kind of Dramatic Poem , whe 
rhe paflionate Sentiments of t] 
Bridegroom and Spoufc 
preiicd after a Manner lb to 
der and touching , that vt 
flrouf 
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(hould be charmed and 
fled with it , if the Expreiiion 
and Figures" had a little more 
Conformity to our Genius J or if 

if J Diveft oui k'\ 
Prejudice , which dilpoks us to 
diflikc every Thing which is the 
leaft different from what we are 
tried to j tho 1 by this Practice we 
condemn our felves without per- 
ceiving it, ffnee our Lightnefs 
never petmits us to continue 
long in the Approbation of any 
Thing. 

Our Saviour himlelf fcarce 
ever gave any Precepts to the 
Jews but under the Veil of Pa- 
iables. The Tahmii contains a 
Million of Fables, every one 
more Impertinent than the o- 
ther ; many of the Rabbins 
B 5 have 
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have fince explained, illuftrated, 
and digeftcd them in their par- 
ticular Works ; and befide this 
have compofed feveral Poems, 
Prologues and Apologues. 

The Cyprians and Cihciant 
have invented certain Fables 
which bore the Name of the Peo- 
ple of thofe Nations ; and the 
particular Difpofition of the Ci- 
lie urns to Lving gave rife to one 
of the Ancicnteft Proverbs in 
Greece. 

In (horr, Fables have been in 
filch' Vogue all over theie Coun- 
tries, that (according to the Te- 
ftimony of Lmian,) there were 
particular Orders of Men among 
the A\)'yrians and Arabians, whofe 
fole Province was to explain Fa- 
bles ; and who obferved fuch a 
Regu 



Regularity in their Life , that 
they extended it much . fai ther 
than other People. 

But it is not enough to have 
difcovercd The Original of Ko- 
inances ; we mud ice by what 
Streams they have fprcad and 
conveyed themielves into Greece, 
and Italy, and whether they have 
palled From thence to us; or 
we have received them from 
any other Nation. The hnians, 
a People of Ajia Minor, being 
raifed to great Power, and ha- 
ving acquired vaft Riches, im- 
tluinfelves into Luxury 
and Voluptuoufnefs, and indul-. 
gcd rhemielves in all the Extra- 
s of Plenty. 

Cjrur 
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Cyrus fubdued them by nu- 
king Crcefus his Captive, with 
whom he received all Afia Minor 
into hisSubjefrion. The Fcrfians 
upon this Sutxefs admitted their 
Manners with their Laws , and 
mixed their Debauches with 
thofe their own Inclinations iup- 
plied them with, and fo grew to 
be the mod Voluptuous Nation 
in the World. They began to 
refine upon the Pleafures of rhe 
Table., by making the Addition 
of Flowers and Perfumes. They 
firft invented the Ornaments for 
their Houfes. The fineft Wool: 
and the richeft Tapeftries in thi 
World were their Productions. 
They invented the lafcivious 
Dance, calfd the Ionic ; and be- 
came fo remaikable for Effemi- 
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nacy, that it grew into a Pro- 
verb. But the hhlcfitws, above 
all the reft: , difcover'd rhc in- 
dulging Temper, furpalied them 
all in the Accuracy of their 
Pleafures , and fliew'd rhe 
moil lingular Tafte for Delica- 
They were rhc firft who 
introduced the Art of Roman- 
cing among tl when 
they had had fuch Succefs in ir 
thcnilelveSj that rhc ?■■ 
Fables, the fame with Roman- 
!1 of Love Adventure?, 
and Liccntipus Relations , ad- 
vanced into the Highcft Reputa- 
tion : Ti' \> 

were Innocent 'till tiny fell into 
rheir Hands, and b< 
ted only fini memo- 

rable Adventures. 

But 
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But rhcfe were the firft wh 
corrupted them, and tilled then 
with Lafcivious and Amo 
rous Narrations. Their Work 
are devoured by Time : W 
hear of no more than Arijlides < 
them 3 who was the niott Fa 

! the Koniancers, 
wrote feveral Books of Verfe 
called the Mikjiati Fables 
find that one Diwyjiut, a Mile- 
fan, who lived under the Reigi 
of Darius the Firft , compofet 
fotne Fabulous Hifteriea ; bu 
fiuce I can't be certain whethe 
this was any more than a compi 
ling of Ancient fables , 
cant fee lufficient Rcafon to be 
lieve, that they could properly 
be calledMAj/tf/i Fables ; I tan' 
number 
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number bun among the Writers 
of Romance. 

Tbe lomaiUj delcendcd from 
Attica anil PeloponneJHf, uut of the 
Deference they bad for theic 
Original , maintain' d a great 
Correfpondence with the Creeks. 
The Children of thele Nations 
were lent from the one to the 
other for Education , that they 
might be the better acquainted 
with the Manners and Habit of 
Life of each other. By this 
Commerce Greece, which had of 
it felf Inclination enough to 
. learned the Art of Ro- 
mances from the loitiins , and 
improved it with great Succefs. 
But to avoid Coiifuiiun, 1 (hall 
endeavour to give an Account 
of thofc Writers amongft the 
CreeSs. 
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Creeks, who have been moft 
Famous in this Art according to 
the Times they lived in. 

I find none before Alexander 
the Great, which perfwadesmi 
that the Romancing Science mai 
no conirdcrable Progrefs among 
the Greets before their Comiueft 
over the Tertians , from whoi 
they received it. Clearrhus o 
Soli, a Town ot Cilicia , vvh 
lived in Alexander's Time 
was with him a Difciple to An 
ftotle, is the fir ft whom I 
leive to have wrote Boole 
1 ,ove , tho' I am not w t II ailt» 
red wbethei 
Collection cTstraficd tr 
ftory or Vulgar Fable, 1 
which Farlljemus ■ 
der Aitgitftus , which is yet Kx- 
tant. 
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That which confirms my 
nfpicion, is a little Story cited 
rom him by Aikcuxiu, which 
ives an Account of form- Marks 
it Love and [\ftccmwhk! 
<ing of Lyctia, exprcllcd to one 
cf his Coiiricfans. 

AntonHts Diogenes^ (according 
o the Opinion of Plxthis ) li- 
ved not long after Alexander ; 
and compofed a true Romance 
of the Amours of Vmias and 
DircylLs, in Imitation of the 
Odyjfeis of Homer , and the Ad- 
venturous Voyages of 1)lyffet. 
This Romance, though very Im- 
perfect in fever.ll Particulars, and 
fluffed with fcolirti and ex 
gant Relations, fcarce excufablc 
in a l'oct , may ncvcrlhelefs be 
called Regular. Photons has an 
Abftrafl 
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Abftrafi of it in his Biblicthcc. 
and aliens it to be the Origii 
of that which ImcUu , Luciu. 
"Jamhlkhus, Achilles Tdtius 
lit/dents , and , have 

written ill this Nature. Howe- 
ver, he adds in the fame Place, 
that Antonius Diogenes makes 
mention of one Anttphanes more 
Ancient than bimfeif, who wrote 
a Book of w'onderfui Hiftories 
like his ; fo that we have the 
fame Reafon to believe, That 
he crefted the Idea and lnfri- 
tution of Romances, 
Antonms Vhgenes did. I fu 
pole he muft be underftood 
(peak of A/itipba/ies the Coinr 
Poet, w r hom Siephamts the Geo- 
grapher , and others , affirm to 
have compofed a Collection oi 
imper- 
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impertinent and incredible Re- 
lations. He was of Berge, a 
Town of Thrace ^ but we can 
have no Information of what 
Country Amounts Diogenes was, 

I cant tell precisely in what 
Time Aridities of bliletus lived ; 
but this we may be confident of, 
That it was before the Civil 
Wars of Planus and S)Ua ; bc- 
caufe Sifenna , a Roman Hiftori- 
an of that Time^ tranfiatcd his 
blilefean Fables. i his Woik 
was full of ObiccniucSj and 
upon that Account r-:avc great 
Diverfion to the K omans m (o 
that the Surenas, or Lieutcnant- 
General of die Fartbiaa Govern- 
ment^ who defeated the Roman 
Army under Crajfus , when he 
found them among the Baggage 

" of 
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ifiiif 3 took Occafibn be- 
fore the Senate of Selettcia 
iniiilr and defame the rende 
and effeminate Difpolition 
the Romans^ who In the time ( 
War could nor di (engage the 
(elves of fo foft Entertain 
menrs. 

Litems of Vatrar, Luc tan 
Sawoj.ita, and JdmBlichus 3 live 
near the fame Time/unde 
the Emperors Attorn mis , 
Marcus Attrefcm. The tirft 
them muff, not be reckoned 
mong Romancers , for he i 
more rhan colIec"h 
inorphofes of the Magical Tran 
formation of Men into 1 , 
Beafts into Men ; dcalil 
(Imply and fairly ; fince he 
lieved all that he wrote. Ltt<~, 
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with much more Policy and 
Judgment, relates tome part of 
lis Works only to expofe and 
idicule them, in the Book which 
he called Lmokst's Aft ; to inti- 
mate that the Fiction was origi- 
nally his. 'Tis in Effect an A- 
bridgment of the two hrft 
Books of Lncim\ Metamorpbo- 
fis ; and this Fragment lets us 
fee, That Tbotms had great Rea- 
fon to arraign and decry his ob- 
fcene and fmutty Expreflions. 
This ingenious and celebrated 
Afi , whofe Hiftory thefe Au- 
thors wrote, was extremely like 
another of the lame Worth and 
Merit, which "Tbotws fpeaks of 
from Datnafcius in this Manner: 
" This Aft, fays he, was the 
" Bcaft of a Grammarian nar 
" med 
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of fo gentle 



eT 
en- 






inmounu 
" and tender a Difpofirion, 
" an admirable and polite a 
" Taftc, that it would glad] 
" forfakc its Food, to liearVi 
tc its repeated, and be very ft 
ct fibly touched with the Beau- 
" ties and Strokes of Poetry ". 
The BraiicaUvn is without doul 
an Imitation of this Aj? of Li 
fins, or that of Apuleim. Th 1 
lutliAti Fiction , very fn 
of Elegance and Diverfio 

be/ides his I 
pofed two Books ct 
extravagant i liidti 

piote- 
ftcd that thi F rheni 

were (rich as never had been, 
nor would be performed. Some 
obl'ei ving that thefe Boo! 

added 






added to that which delivers 
Rules for Compelling a good Hi- 
(lory ," infer that lie intended it 
as an Example of what he had 

njoyued, tho' he htmfelf de- 
clares in the Entrance of rhc 
Work , That he had no farther 
Dellgn in it, rhan to expofe 
thole Poets , Hiftorians , and 
Pliilofoj u Ives y who 

exhibited Fiction for Truth with 
Impunity ; and wrote furh Re- 
lations of Foreign Countries, as 
Ckfits and Jiiit'hulus had done. 

Now if this be rruc which Fho- 
lures ti ; , That the Ro- 

We mull miderftand that Lmitftt 
took Occallon from this, and the 

fibuh'.' .<,.- and 

Jamlmln. 
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Jawbnhs^ to compofe his own 
on purpofe to dctefl and con- 1 " 
dcmn the Vanity and Imperti- 
nence of theirs. 

About this Time Jambluhiu , 
publifli'd bis Babylonks, ( for 
that was the Name of it ) in 
which he valtly outdid all who 
preceded him. For if we may 
judge of it by the Fragment 
which PlwtiHf has left us of it, 
his Defign comprehends but one 
Action, adorned with all nccef- 
fary Improvements ; and attend- ■ 
ed wirh Epilodes , anting from 
the principal Subjcft. He has 
obferved Veriiiroility molt ex- 
act] y ; his Adventures are mixed 
with Variety without Confulion : 
We can rind Fault with i 
but want of Art in the < 
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vance of his Plot ; that he lias 
not been ftrifi in following the 
Order of Time ," and that he- 
did not admit the Read. 
the Middle of his Deflgjl at his 
lirft fetting out, after the Exam- 
ple of Homer in his Odyfctt. 
Time has been Favourable to 
this Piece, for it has been fcen in 
the Library of the EI'ki-.m/. 

Hcliodmui cxcelfd him in the 
Difpofition of his Subiccr , and 
indeed in every other Particular. 
Hitherto the World had not 
feen any thing better dc!i 
and more compleat in Romance, 
than the Adventures of T 
net and Clurriclci : Nothing can 
be more chafte than their Loves. 
By this it appears, ( befidc the 
Honour of the Cbrifiian Rcligi- 
C gion, 



gion, which i) tha 

he had in his own Nature fuel 
an Ail ihinr 

throughout the \\ oik; iii whic 
not on! 

all tlie reft, are much 
■ric ad\an' 



a Cit\ 

introdu 

did nut abltain from the Wr 

'ilion into Ouk 

me very much 
Sinpiartu , 
of little Judgmen 
That 
incial Synod, unclerfiandin 
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the Danger which the Reading 
this Romance ( fo highly Autho- 
rifed by the Dignity of its Au- 
thor ) might expofe Young Peo- 
ple to ; propofed., that he fhould 
cither corrfent to the Burning of 
htsBook , or the Refignation of 
his Bifhoprick ; and that he ac- 
cepted the latter of the Conditi- 
ons. For the reft, I can't but 
admire, that a Learned Man cf 
this Age fhould fufpcS , whe- 
ther this was the Book of Helm- 
dorm, Bilhop of Tricca, ot no ; 
after SaefMet, Fbotnii, and Kite* 
had given fuel) evident 
Teftimonic* of it. Some have 
that he lived 
d 'if the Twelfth 
Hiding him 
WlioHint! the ■Atd>um , whofc 

C 3 
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ViicTliiloftrttHS has writ, among 
thoi'e of the other Sophifts. But 
it is known, that he was Cotem- 
porary with Arauiittt and Houo- 
rius ; and wc find in Fhttins\ 
Catalogue of the Romancers, 
who he thought wrote in Imi- 
tation of AntoniiisDiogaies, where 
he names them in a'Chronologi- 
cal Order ; he has placed Helio- 
derns after "jambluhus , and be- 
fore Dtwtafcius j who lived in 
the Time of the Emperor Jujit- 
r.itm. 

According to this Account, 
Achilles Halms , who wrote a 
Regular Romance of the A- 
mours of CliloflMin and Laicippe, 
ought to have preceded ; tho' I 
can find no certain Account, to 
juftify my Opinion. Others think 
him 
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him more recent in his Style : 
However, he is not to be com- 
pared to Hcliodoms , either for 
the Regularity of his Manners, 
rhc Variety of Events , or the 
Artifice of Unravelling hi 
Indeed his Style is to be preferr'd 
to that of Helhdorns , becaule 
'tis more Simple and Natural ; 
whereas the other's is more for- 
ced. Some fay , that he was a 
Chriftian , and a BMhop too. 
Tis ftrange, that the Obfccni- 
ty of his Book ihoifld be fo ea- 
fily forgot ; and more fo , that 
the Emperor L<w, lirnaincd the 
FhHotijher, mould commend the 
Modefty of it, in an Epigram 
which is yet extant • and not 
only permit , trot recommend 
the Reading of it with the do- 
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feft Application , to all thofe 
who profcfs tUc Love of Cha- 
ftity. 

lain afraid Mull be implead- 
cJ of RauWTs, if I aflign die 
i\c*f Place to Aihtnagerqs -, im- 
• liofc Name there goes a 
Rornaefcej the Title of which 
is, (': 

This Book has not appeared in 

t'c but Irtxcb y of 

.llarion ; who Bells 

us in his Preface , tb.it hi 

the Creek Original from Mr. 

Lamaite, Protbonotary of 

Cardinal d' Annagnac 

that he never faw it elfewherr. 

1 almoft date add , 'twas 

feen fince ,• for the Name of it 

was never mention'd , that 

know of, in the Catalogues « 

.111 
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any Libraries ; and if h 

all in , among 

Uuft in the I 

terate Perf( 

Treai 

or el 

rriyld 

The Tranlla 
furttiei k to I 

the I'rcdiiflipn of that ' 

in th; Manner of 
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he had a good Opportunity to 
inJgc of, becaufe he had tin 
Originals before him. He takes 
it for a True Story, not under- 
itanding the Art of Romance.'. 
For my part , tho' 1 cant pro- 
nounce of it with Certainty, 
becaufe I have not feen the Ori- 
ginal in Greet ; yet the Reading 
the Tranflation , inclines me to 
: hat he had feveral fufti- 
cicnt Grounds, to aflign the Au- 
thor of it to be Athenngcr/u the 
Apologift. For the Apologift 
was a Chriftian j and this fpeaks 
of Divinity, after a manner ve- 
ry inconfiftent with any , but 
one of that Profefiion : As when 
he makes the Priefts of Ammoit 
declare, "That there is but One 
<c Cod ; and that every Nation 
deft- 
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defirous to rcprefent his E[- 
fence to the Simple , had in- 
" vented feveral Images, which 
" expreffed but the fame Thing. 
" That theit true Signification 
" being defaced by Time, the 
" Vulgar believed there were 
" fo many Gods, as they faw 
" Images : That this was the O- 
" riginal of Idolatry. That 
" Bacchus , when he built the 
" Temple of Arrtmon, placed in 
" it no other Image than that of 
" God ; becaufe as there is but 
" One in Heaven , which con- 
" tains but One World ; in rhis 
" World there is but One God, 
'< who is communicated in Spj- 
« rit. 

He makes this , and much 
more , faid by loine Mgypiiaa 
C 5 Vfes- 
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Merchants. " That the Cods i 
« the Fable-, denoted the dirft- 
*' rent Operations of this Sove- 
" reign, and only One Divini- 
" ty , who is without Begin- 
" ning , and without End 
Whom he caJIs Obfcure , 
Dark, becaufe he is Invisible, 
and Incomprcheniible. Farthe 
the Dilcourfcs of the Vriefis an 
Merchants , upon the Divir 
Cdcnce , very much relemblc 
thoii of Ahemgoras, in bis 1 
gation. Toe Apolopift was 
Friti' -' tins was 

.V/fafh'er: Bodifee 
lie , and Learning, 
and gicat Penetration into Anti- 
quity. 







rlic order licii 
fiaWBnany Keafons to fuipeft, 
not only that this ■ 
garni tJieCHriftian, but that the 
YkhX 3 mere For- 

Scrv. 

rafl Ac- 
count of the Compolers of Ro.- 

him at 

and Vii. 

with vHiat Hi- ■;• in 
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of the Time when the Monaftic 
Life began, and when it aniveij 
to Perfection. 

Among all this- Obfcurity, 
what fecms mod probable 

, that 'tis an Ancient 
Work, but of a later Date thai 
the Apology. 

Tor I obferve fuch a Profouni 
Knowledge, both in Matters o 

re and Art; fo great 
Intimacy with the Annals 
Time paft, fo many Curious Re 
not taken from Ancient 
Authors which are left us , bu 
which relate to , and explain 
them ; fo much of rhe Greet 
I'hrafe, which oue may difcove 
throughout the Tranflation ; anc 
over all, a certain Character < 
Antiquity , which cannot be 
coun- 
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counterfeited j that I can't be 
perfuaded that it is any Pro- 
duction of Fiuwte's, whofe Learn- 
ing was but indifferent ; or that 
the moft Able and Ingenious 
Perfon in thofe Days, could de- 
vife any Thing like it. If Pin- 
lint hath not mentioned him ; 
how many other Great and Fa- 
mous Authors have efcaped his 
Cognifance, or his Diligence ! 
If in our Days only one Copy 
was found , which perhaps is 
fince loft ; how many other Ex- 
cellent Works have undergone 
the fame Deft'my ! If this fails 
of giving you Satisfaction , and 
you'll oblige me to extend my 
Conjectures, and attempt to find 
out the Precife Time of its Pro- 
duction i I have nothing left to 
ftHj- 
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firpport my Op inion 5 hot i 
Vttfhgc in thV Preface to 
Work ; where he complain'! < 
the fatal Blow his Country 
thefts was about to receive t 
the General Deforarion of Green- 
■which can't be uitflerftood, 
of the Irruption of tit: 
ens into Greece, -which happen 
under the Empire of GaUftmH . 
or tile that of At 
the Cvfl'.r . which ill! eml 
Tim.- , and 

ntf was not fjd 

ich was aboil 
x\ fifty 
which preceded 
fame Term ( 

the Word* • 




•lumi in rhe 
Aurh 

liirrh 

an.: Mo 

I Precqits : The Events a 
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with Vcrifimility ; the Epil'ode 
ate drawn from the Subject • th 
Characters clear and diftinfi : 
^Decorum is exa&Iy preferved 
throughout : Nothing low ; no 
thing forced, ot like the Pedan 
tic Style of the Sophifts. 

The Atgument is double ; 
( which makes one of the gre; 
Beauties of our Modern Con 
dy) for belides the Adventun 
of Tbeagettes and Cbaricka , 
delivets that of Pberecydes a 
WlaUngenut ; which evinces th 
Miftakc of C/rnldi , who 
lieved the Multiplying of A£ 
ons was the Invention of 1 



inns 

a Old French 



whereas the Creeks 



have pracYiled i 
before them. The firft , wit 
adancc and Subordinatio 




to one Principal ASion, follow 
the Rules of an Hcroick Poem ; 
as Alhenagoras and HeliodorHs have 
done , tho' not fo accurately : 
But our Old French have multi- 
plied them without Order, Con- 
nexion, or Art. Thefe the ha- 
ham have imitated, borrowing 
of them their Romance; 
their Imperfections. Here 
find Giraldi in a worfe Error 
than the former : He endeavours 
to commend this Vice, and turn 
it into a Virtue : Whereas, if it 
be true what himfelf afferts, that 
a Romance Ihould refemble 
Perfcfl Body , and confift of 
many different Parts and Propor 
tions all under one Head ; it 
follows, that the Principal A- 
&ion of a Romance Ihould be 
Sim- 












iipoi 



the Re 



'anion, orDc 

:i little 
h the Subjeft 

times require 

IIl juration of tin 

trie Happy Thouclit. 

x iitinient, nukes tin 

jae SufArinru 
&£»arsit. Ban' 
of tSctu woa\ f:sr. d i 
bat (Is 
K<Sx3 ia Hrrja. 

«fc* tr «a« Ufcd <£"rlie < 

*<.-v-cfc: T was rmiJl^ , 
—Tvbt^Ba of I few 
FtrrK'cs I liurv 
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qua] Beauty and Eminence, kw»s 
as imnoftible to digeft them into 
one Regular Body , as 'twould 
he to ercd ^tiu- 

cmre with no 

Sand. The Applaul'e which the 
faulty Romances of lii a 
have rcceivM , dc. 
him ilie (eft : W 

Niuul- f the 

At f>l< 

to liinilelf die Liccoi'c ti 
of, and tenlure Pocije and Ro- 
mance : The Sumptuous Palacts 
and Common Streets are made 
Tribunals, where the Merits ot 
the Greatcft Worl 
Supreme Dediioji. There rvoM 
one (hoots h'r> Bolt, and boldly 
prefumw co fet an E itrm a tr ot 
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an Epic I'ocni , upon the Read 
ing a Single Companion, or De- 
fcripticn. One Verfe a litth 
liarlh , which tlie Sub)ect 
Place docs fometimes i 
deftrovs the Reputation of tb 
Whole. One Happy Though 
or Tender Sentiment, makes th 
Fortune of a Romance : 
Exprefiion , or one Superannu 
atedWord, defaces it. But f 
Authors of them won't ftand I 
thefc Determinations ; but (lil 
he Comedian in Horace, wh 
»hen he was hilled off the Sta^ 
' the People, was fatisficd wii 
he Approbation of a few 
ling Perfons) they 
ontenf if they pleale the Niceft 
and moft Able Judges, who are 
direfled to pafs Sentence by oth 
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und^jf Rules; which areknown 
to To few that (as I have alrea- 
dy obferved ) a Good Judge is 
as rarely to be found as a Good 
Romancer, or a Good Poet: 
And that in the fmall Number 
of thofe who underftand , and 
can judge of Profe, we can hard- 
ly find one, who underftands 
Poetry, and who is convine'd of 
die vaft Difference between that 
Art and Profe. Thefe Critics, 
whofe Sentence is the certain 
Rule to value Poems or Roinan- 
ces by, did concede to Ciraidi, 
that the Italian Romances have 
many Good Things in them, and 
defervc many other Commenda- 
tions, but not thofe of Regu- 
larity, Contrivance, or Juftnefs 
of Defign. 

Ire- 
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I return to the Romance 
AihiHtgoras ; where the Difa 
very of the Plot , tlvv withou 
Machine, is k'fs happy than i 
reft ; it goo not off fniartly i 
!i ; it prefents it (elf, 
;he I'aflion and Iriipatienci 
of The Reader are tiilficientl' 
warmed , and is nude with to 
much Repetition. But his grea 
eft 1. 

What he v Se Ad 

mirable eld 

oik and Impertinent * 

difpofes ir. " For a Po 

" (,n\)lr!i, ousht not, in defer 

" bine a Fabric , to (In 

« fclf an Architect : 

" king Notice of Parti 

" tx 





to thai 

t is properly a 
lick fie «m 


l J o- 




and ur.fejfcfi 












uc Gloi 


mine 
■> of 


emporari 






fall ... 
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each other , at a Feaft of Mi- 
na-vi \ as Tlxagenef and Cbari. 
flea do at the Feaft of Apollo. 
Athcnagm-ns makes one Hironda- 
tes Governor of the Lower fE- 
gypt : Heliodonit makes Oroonda- 
les Governor of Mgypi. Atbe- 
jingorjs feigns Tlteogenes ready to 
be facrificcd by the Scythians : 
Heliodorits makes Tlxagcnes about 
to be a Vi&im to the S-ibiopi- 
tms : And Atbcnagoras, like He* 
lioderni, has difpofed his Work 
into Ten Books. 

I (hall not place the Books of 
Pnradoxts of Damafciu*, an Hea- 
then Philofopher, who lived un- 
der Jujtiniau , among i 
bcr of Romances. For 
lifer obferves, that he imitati 
Antonius Diogents, the Model i 
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omancers ; 'tis to be im- 
•rftood, that like him he coiii- 
rfed Hiftories, Fabulous 
credible, but not Romanti 
>r after the maimer of 
inces : For he related t 
e Apparitions of Spefires, an 
jblins , and Events above 1 
re, either too lightly to 
edited, or invented with Hi 
3drefs, becoming the Atbeili 
d Impiety of the Author. 
Two Yeans after D,m/afc. 
is the Hiftory of Biirlnaw an 
fafhitf, compofed by 
MiafctnHS. MauyAr 
ftripts afcribe it to "John \ 
taite, who lived in the Tin 
"XbfidofiMs ; but without Re; 
a, as BiUius makes it appear 
caufc the Difputes agaiult the 



D 



Iro- 
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konotlaflsj which are inferted ti 
tlm Work , were not moved a 
thar Time , nor long after 3 b] 
I xo Ijaurirut the Emperor , un 
<\e r whom St. John Damajcemr. 
lived. 'Tis a Romance , but '; 
Spiritual one : It treats of Love 
but 'lis- the Love of God : Wi 
there find much Bloodshed ; bu 
'lis the )Mood of Martyrs : It i 
writren in the Form of an* -Hi 
lit >rv , not • according • to th 
Hubs of a Romance ; tho' Veri 
litnilitv ii exaftlv enough obfer 
ved. Jr bears 'with it u> mair 
"\larks <\r Fiction, that ir is no 
ro> Ivrread, but with ibme Kttl< 
ludvjiucnt to tiiuover it. Ii 
the other Particulars of it . cm 
«uv i1rt«& the Fabulou? GarM 
f the AuthvwV Xitrcm , b*r * J* 



i> 



CTei 



Is 



K o 11 * 
cat Number ofParabl 

liberally difperfcd 
if. 

The Remand 
TrodroiMis, and that which Ton 
am ibute to Euftathiiu Bilbop i 
Tbeffdhitica , who flouriflicd 
the Empire of Manuel. Coytnemtj 
about i ■f-thcTwelfi 

Age, are much of the fame t 
ture. The firft contains the i 
mours of Dofuler and KMai 

he tfl/x'i", thole of Afmciias 
and IjmeiK. Monlieur Gaii/im 
has made both of them Public 
with his Tranflation, and Note 
He fays nothing of Enfljibh 

Pre&ee to the Bool. 

hat Name : I'll intcrprc 
his Silence in his Favour ; an 
D 2 
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believe, that that Ingenious M, 
could not fall into the Error 
thofc, who perfuade themfelvi 
that the Learned and Famoi 
Commentator upon Homer, was 
capable of writing fuch a Mife 
rablc Work as this. Befidi 
loine Manufcripts read the Au- 
thor Evmatbhu t and not E»flt 
thins. However that be , no- 
thing is more frigid, empty, and 
impertinent : No Decorum , no 
Vcrifiniiliry, no Conduct is pre- 
served. 'Tis the Work of fome 
School-boy , or wretched Pcda< 
gogue, who deferved to be 
all the Days of hi 



Life. 



l-boy 



bette; 



Tbeoiorus Trodromut 
however 



littl, 



has fome 



tiling more of Art , tho' it be 
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fcarcely perceivable. Tie never 
extricates himfelf, bur by Ma- 
chinery. He underftands cot 
how to make his Afiors preCrve 
the JultncG and Uniformity of 
their Characters. His Work is 
rather a Poem, than a Romance, 
for it is writ in Verfe ; and this 
makes his Sty is too 

Licentious, and full of rigures) 
the more pardonable : But finre 
bis Vcife is limbic, which is 
extremely like Profc , I can't 
exclude him from it. Some fay 
he was a Rujpan by Birth, a 
Pried, a Poet, a Philofopher, 
and a Phyfician. 

My Judgment upon the Pa* 

ftorals of leiigus the Sophift, is 

the fame with that I gave of tht 

Two former Romances. For 

D a xW 
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I return to the Romance of 
Ati>e»tgorM ■ where the Difco- 
very of the Pier , tlio' without 
Machine, is left happy than rhe 
reft ; it goe« not off fmarrly e- 
; it patents it lelf, be- 
■ Paflion and Impatience 
of the Reader are liirrlcientiy 
warmed , an. rh too 

much Repetition. But" his great- 
eft Fault is : 
ftentat;; 

ph\y« hr- Arcliire&ure. 

What he «■' be Ad- 

mirabl. Vici- 

ous and Impertinent There he 
Jdpofes it. f For a Port, fa?th 
" OrrMi, ought not, in defcri- 
" bingaFaluic, to llieW him- 

" king Notice of Parti 
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like that of i 

ot the Or:': 
rho 1 i: 

Antithesis, figures, wlmli daz- 
zle and futprizc il f 

gaging . the Reader, by the No- 
velty I 
inent.and Variety of Mill 

clear and clofe Narration , nt- 
cended 

Cadence, which :il . 
within th< 
He 

der u 
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ens : He leads him out of the 
way ; and while he admit? 1 
io far into a Country he did 
not look for, he fpends and ex- 
haufis the Attention and Impa- 
tience he had to arrive at the 
End .he propofed. 1 tranflated 
this Romance, when i 

; which is the only Age 
it will plcale. I (hall not tell 
: whatTimehetiv'd:None 
of the Ancients have made Men- 
tion of him ; and he bears no 
Indication to encourage any O- 
pinion, unlcfs it be the Purity of 
h'ts Style ; which makes me be- 
lieve him more Ancient than the 
Two former. 

For the Three Xtmfixiu, who 

were Romancers , which ShuUs 

fpeaks of; I can &y do more 

than 
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than lie has Tfone : Thar one of 
them was of Amiocli ; another 
of F.pbefus ; the Third of Cy- 
prus : All of them wrote Love- 
Stories. The 6rft gave his Book 
rhe Name of Sabyhiiks j the 
Second entitled his the Ephefi- 
ars , and relates the Amours of 
HtilirecQ/nas and Attthta ; the 
Third named his the Cypriars j 
where lie recounts the Amours 
of Cynaras, Myrrha , and Ado- 

I ought not to forget Parllx- 
Wcm , from whom Ve 
receive Love- 

HiftorieSj which lie inl'cribcs to 
the Poet Cornelius Callus, in the 
Reign of Attgbjltij. Many of 
them are drawn from the Anci- 
ent, Fable, and all from Ancieat 
D 5: Am. 
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Ei-ijipe audZanilnu^n the Eighth 
that of Tolycrites and Dwgnetc 
the Ninth ; that of fjHCi 
the Teni 

and Trdimim, in the Eighti 
Chapters. For- tiefides that 

et are afcribtd to M. 

it does not at 
hat rhey have been 
Fable, 
Hiftory: 1 
Ry b 

Children c 
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in H;- 

[hcv may be 

ated flic 
uf Rom 
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it to the Rules of the Epopee, a 
joining thote Dinerent Parts 

Comptcat Body , whii 
made up the Romances of for- 
mer Times , withont Order 
Uii'pofition. Of all the Cret 
Romancers I hare named, tl 
who obfefved theie Rules , 
only Amounts Diogenes, Lues, 
:>:igoras , Jumblicbus , H< 
dorm , Achilles Tattltf, KitjlaL 
-us, and Theodorus Vrodromus. 
don't mention Lucius of Fat 
nor Datuajcius , whom I h 
not enrolled among the Autlioi 
of Romances. St. 'John I 
is , and LoFigus , mi; 
ealily have reduced their Wo 
under thefe Laws ; but they e 
ther were ignorant of them, 
difpifed them. 1 cant affii 
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any Thing of the Three Xe»a- 
phons, becaufe we have nothing 
of them left us. Neither can I 
alien any Thing of Ariflides, 
and thole who followed him in 
Computing the iiblepan Fables. 
1 believe howevjer , tbcfc fatter 
confined themfelvcs to fome 
Rules or Mcafurcs, which I ob- 
ierved in the Works Time has 
preierv'dto ut,which were wrote 
in Imitation of them , as the 
Met.attiorpbojis o£ Apitleitts, which 
is regular enough. 

Thele Milefian Fables had 
been tranfported into Italy y long 
before they had made this Pro- 
grefs in Greece. They were rlrlt 
received among the Sybarites, a 
People Voluptuous to the high- 
eft Extravagance. This Coa- 
form«^ 
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fonnity of Humour which flit- 



ted them lb well, that i 

knew no Pcop 



in on 



there 3 that the IV 

chat they 
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■■fwtanviii tl&o 


Alrera- 
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but he is 


miltaken in t 


liis. as 


■well as ma The 

Old Irifto- 

rlv. Thar rlie "Sybarites 
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1-a- 
his. 

I In 
i-tcd : Id! l liar 

it fill ihofe of the Sy- 
.'!'/ made u He 
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took, from the Hiftory of t! 
Sybarites ; ( I i'uppofc he me; 
their Fables i) You may ju 
of them by the Story it felf. 

A Child of Sybaris going 
School almgtvitb bis JaUfit 
met m the Street me tb 
(old Jigs , md fok one 
tUm from him : the M 
far cbidigg him , j/iatch 
the Fig froui bt»i, md e, 
it. 



Tbefe Fables Were not only 
facetious , but Imutty. Ovid 
places rhcSybarttida, which were 
compoicJ not long before hi. 
ong the moft Lafcivi 
Many Learn- 
ed Men believe, that he intend* 
the 
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the Work of Hemithem the i 
barittj which Lncian fpcaks 
as a Mafe of Smuttinefs. This 
appears fo have no Ground. : 
For one can't imagine, that the 
Syharilida agreed with the Book 
of ' Htinitbcou , in any thing more 
than the equal Obfccniry of 
them both ; and this was com- 
mon to all the Sybaritic Fables. 
Befidcs this, the Syharilida were 
compofed not long before 0- 
■vicPs Time ; whereas rliitfVnfirn 
Sybaris was demoliOVd by the Cro- 
tonialu Five Hundred Years be- 
fore him : So that 'tis moi 
dible, that the Syharilida were 
compofed by (bmc Roman, and 
received that Name , becaufc 
they were compofed in Imitati- 
on of tbe Sybaritic Fables. A 
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certain old Author, whole Na 
I believe you don't much value, 
gives as to undcrfhnd , 
their Style was conciie and L,i- 
comc • but all this doth not 
vince, that they had nothing 
the Romance in them. 

This Paifagc of Ovid makes 
clear, that in his Time, the K 
bad given Admittance i 
the fables of the Sybarites : And 
he informs us in the fame Book, 
thwflfllfcc Famous Hifiorian Sife"- 
om the 

Vs Time, and 
was (with Him) of the Great 
and Illuftrious Family ot i 
Gtrxitijtis. I 

wrote 
his Country , 



I 
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went before 



him. 

he J\(W.r« Commonwcalrh 

Reading of 

i.iinrd 

nd R.1- 

:;id Manners j 'tis no wonder, 

when it was reduced under the 

their Example, to Luxury and 
I'leafurc, if it was infected with 



lembl. 

nVJiit, 
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mcnt, than a Relation of the 'A 
mours of the Gods ; which were 
the Subject of the Romances 
Antiquity. 

Ovid, VirgiVs Cotempotary 
makes the Daughters of iiliny 
as tell Romantic Tales ; giving 
a Laxation to theit Tongues and 
Wit, -when their Hands 
employed. The firft is, of tli^ 
Loves of Vyrtwms and Tbisbc 
the Second, thofe of Mars : 
yams ■ the Third is, of thofi 
of Salmans for Hermaplirodilc. 

Hence appears the Eileen 
Romances had in Kowe; whic 
is more evident , by the Ro 
mance which Tetrimhts (one i 
their Confuls, and the mod po 
lifted Man of his Time ) con 
polSt He dilpofed it into th 
Fori 
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of a Satyr , of ilie fame 
Kind which Vjrro invented, in- 
termixing I'rofe with Verfe, the 
Serious with the Jocofe, and fii- 
it Mtuifftaoj becaufc Mc- 
before treated of 
i>us Matters in a Pleafant 

ins fails 
: to lie a Tiue Romance : It 
contains nothing but diverting 
and ingenious Fictions; tho' they 
arc fometimes too licentious and 
— -odeft. He hides* under 1 
ife a fine and poinant Rail- 
againft the Vices of M? 
!ourt. What remains of 
arc only feme incoherent 
Fragments, or, rather Collecti- 
ons of fome induftrious Pcrl'on ; 
fo that one can't exactly difcern 
the 
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the Form and Connexion of th 
whole Piece : tho' it apjs 
be conducted with Ordet. Aiu 
'tis probable thoie incohercn 
would compote a ver\ 
Gorrrpleat Body , with the Ad 
dirion of thole which are loft. 
Tho' Fetrottins feems to be a ve- 
ry great Critic , and of an ex- 
cmifitc Tafte in Learning j his 
iocs not alway advance to 
ri>c Deli ■ Judgment : 

Something of AfFcftation may 
be obferved. In lomc 
he's too Florid and Ado 
and degenerates from that Natu- 
ral and Majeftic Simplicity, 
which fhined in the A/gvJlj. 
So true is it , that the 
Art of Speaking, which is pra- 
cVrfed by all the World } ( and 
what 
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K 



very Few utiderftand 
iuch cal;cr to be under* 
:ood, t!- well. 

Some fay , the Poet Liirjfl 

who alio lived in tlje Reign 

if fricro ) eompoled Salik Fa- 

wherein ( feme tliilik ) 

counted the Intrigues of 

•t and Nymphs. This agrees 

ith a Romance , and the 

f that Age, which was 

much inclined ro the A- 

nlcincnts of that Art. But 

nothing left 

he Titlbj and that does 

the Nature of 

I mall fay nothing 



The Metvmafphofts of Apt- 
]eUU , fo well known by the 
• of the Golden Aft , was 
com- 
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ompofed under the Anloum 
It had the fame Original v 
the Aft of Luciaii ; (ince it ' 
extracted from the Two 
Books ot Litems of Palms : 
there is this Difference betwe 
rhem ; that tliefe Books we 
abridged by Lucian , and au 
mented by Apukius. The T ~" 
of this Philoibpher is Rcgul; 
Fot altho' he feems to 
with his Infancy ; yet what 
there faid, is only by way 
Preface, and to excufe the Ba 
barity of his Style. The tr 
Beginning of his Hiliory , is 1 
his Voyage into Thejfalia. He 
has given us an Idea of the Mr- 
lefian Fables in this Piece, which 
he declares to be of the fame 
Sort. He has enriched it with 
Elc- 
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nt Epilodes ; and among 

others , with that of Pjfctie , 
which no one is ignorant of. 
He has taken no Care to re- 
trench the Smuttinefs of the O- 
riginals which he followed. His 
Style is that of a Sophift, full of 
AtFcftation and violent figures ; 
hard, barbarous, and very beco- 
ming an African. 

Some are or Opinion , that 
Qodtus Albmus , a Pretender to 
the Empire, who was defeated 
by Severn*, did not 
Employment. 

reports in his Lite, that there 
were ie \s un- 

der his Name in very great Re- 
but indiifei 

r they 
had 



98 

commended bil 
earned Man ; 
nded to nothing but die 
fun Fables of Apnh 
ent all his Study in Old Wc 
s Talcs, and tucli other Tri 






■d 1 



'elrmiim) given tlie Name 
Lt)'r to his \\ 

and the Prolitab" 



un is lu 



hich have the Appellation! 

,il. Thence he 
roundabout 
fer a i 
and fuppoling thai 
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is attended by them) efpoules 
^Philology, ( which is the Love 
of Good Letters ) he gives her 
whatever is Excellent in them,, 
for a Nuptial Prefent : So that 
it is a continued Allegory ^ which 
properly does not defcrvc the 
Name of a Romance., but ra- 
ther that of a Fable, For,, as 
I have already obferved , a Fa- 
ble reprefents Things which ne* 
vcr have, or ever can happen ; 
and a Romance takes Notice of 
Things which may , but never 
have happened. The Artifice of 
this Allegory is not very iubtle ; 
the Style is Barbariiin it felf ; Co 
bold and extravagant in its Fi- 
gures , that they arc unpardon- 
able in the moft Deiperate Von[ 
3 Tis difguifed with lo great an 

E 7 " Ob- 



the Or/gw.tl of 

that 'tis hardly i 
i ; orhcrwife "tis Lcarnc 
and lull of Notions which 
not common. 

Some write , that the Aiitho 
q African : If he was no 
his harih and forced Style wou 
induce one to believe he 
that Country. The Time he 1 
ved in is unknown : It only ; 
pears he was more Ancient rh; 
Jnjhnian. 

Hitherto the Art of Roman 
cing was maintained with ion 
Splendor, but it loon decays 
with Learning and the Empii 
when the Furious Nations 
the jvurtfcdiflcminated, with the 
Bodies, the Ignorance and Bar- 
barity of their Minds. R 
ces were hitherto cumpofed for 
De- 



Delight. Fabulou 
were now introduced, bi 
none were acquainted wirh the 
Truth. Tahejpn, who lived a- 
bout the Middle of the Sixth 
As;e, under thar Kii 

in Romances ; and 
km, who was fomewhat young- 
er , writ the Hiftory of Eng- 
LinA, his Country, of King Ar- 
thur, and the Round Table. Bf 
liens, who has put them in his 
Catalogue, fpeaks of the! 
of Authors filled with Fables. 
The fame may be faid of Hun* 
nibaldHs Francus y who (as tome 
relate) was Cotemporary with 
CLrvis, and whofe Hiftory is no 
other but a Mafs of Lies groily 
conceived. 

E 3 In 






I of 

line, Sir, we come to th 
nous Book of the Exploii 
of Charlemagne ; which lome, 
with very little Reafon, alcribe 
to the Archbilliop ffsrfht , tho' 
he lived above I 

r the Iran 

pa , ami foi 
hers, believe, ridiculoufly, th: 
Romances took their Nan 
ih* Town of Rbi. 

• > Archbiihop ; became hi 
Book" ("as Fiana relates) w; 
the Original from whence the 
Romances of Fiovmce are <ii 
rivet] ; and becaufe, acc< 
to others, he was one of the 
Principal Writers of Roman 

Hov 
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ever, there are many 1 !!- 
(lories of tlic Life of ! 
Maple, full of Extravagant Fa- 
bles, like that of Tiirpin. Surh 
were the Hiftoric! attribute*! ro 
Harco/i, and ro Solarn Fori 

, to Adell A- 
deling, and to John, Son of the 
King of the Frie^elanders. All 
of them were of rhat Nation ; 
and are faid to have lived in the 
Time of Charlemagne. Such al- 
fo was the Hiftory attributed to 
Occon ; who , according to the 
common Opinion , was Cotem- 
jorary with Olim the Great, and 
tad Sohon beforementioned for 
his Great Uncle. Such 
thofe which contained the At- 
chievements of King Artliur, and 
the Life of Merlin. 

E 4 Thcfe 
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Thcfe Diverting Hiftoi ies pie 
ted the Readers, who were mo 
ignorant than thofe who compo 
fed theni. They did not, ii 
ife Days, trouble thcmfclvc 
;h Refearches into Antiqu 
id after being informed < 
Truth of what they wroti 
They had the Stuff in their ow 
Head, and went no farther th 
their own Invention. Thus H 
ftorians degenerated into Tru 
Romancers. 

In this Age of Ignorance, tii 
tin Tongue, as well as Truth, 
s neglected and defpifed. The 
Verfihcrs, Compofers, Invente 
of Tales, Jefters, and in Ihoi _ 
all of this Country who ftudiec 
what they called tie Cay Science, 
began about the Time of Hngl. 
Ca 
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Capet, to fet upon Romancing 
with great Fury $ and foon o* 
ver-ran France , by difperlmg 
them. Thefe Fables were con> 
pofed in the Rowan Tongue : 
For formerly, thofe of Provence 
had more Learning and Poefy a> 
mong them , than all France be- 
sides. This Roman Tongue was 
that which the Roman* introdr>* 
ced. into Gatd , with their Con- 
oaefts. This was corrupted by 
Time, and the Ad million erf the 
Gaulijb Language , which was 
before, amopgft ir : So that- the 
French, op ittdeftpui, which iofc- 
lowedj was neither Latin, Ganf- 
ijb, nor Fm/rli , but a Mi 
of than all; Ham&fttj the Lxh 
predominant irv ir ; and 
for thatReafon, it continued' co 
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led the Rmtm, to diftiu-l 



liih it ftc 



tliel 



'- Particular anc 
:.': Language ofeacl I 
try ; as the French , 0. 
or Cdti^HeAquitanu^ Betgk. fur 
Cefir writes , that thefe Three 
Languages were different among 
themfelves ; which Strabo ex- 
plains, as different DialeSs of 
the fame Language. 

Spaniards tile the Word 
the lame Significati- 
on with us, and call their or- 
dinary Language bv that Nauic. 
:: then rnoft 
iiderftt*ud, thofc of 
i applv'd themfelves 
made ufe of it in 
which from 
thence were called RjnnmttJ. 
Thje_ Verfiliers travelled abont 
the. 
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the Country^ and were very well ■'" 
rewarded for their Laboursy and 
nobly entertained by Perfons of - 
Quality whom they vifited. Some 
of them would be fo tranfpbrt- 
cd with Hearing their Perform- 
ances repeated^ that they would r 
divert themfelves of their Robes^ 
to adorn the Poets with them* 
Thofc of Provence were not the 
only Perfons who delighted in . 
this Agreeable Amufement j al- 
moft every County in France had 
tfieir Romancers 3 even as far as 
Tioardy y which produced their 
Servantois , Pieces treating of v 
Love in a Satyrical way. 

From hence proceed the pro* 
-digious Number of Old Roman*. 
ccsj fome in Print ^ others rot- 
ting in Private Libraries^ the retire 
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deftroyed by the Length of Time; 
Spam it felt , and Italy, which 
have been to fruitful in Roman- 
ces, received die Art of Com.7 
poling them from us. Oiraldi 
hunfclf reports, " I may fay, 
" this Sort of Poefy had its iirft 
" Original from the French, and 
" perhaps bad its Name from 
" thence. From them it after- 
" wards pafled to the Sfani- 
" tints ; and laft of all, it was 
c< received by the Italians. 

1 he late Sahuafnis , whofe 
Memory 1 have in lingular Ve- 
rteration , both for his Great 
Learning, and the FriendiTiip 
contracted between us ; was of 
Opinion^, that ^pain having learn- 
i the Art of Romancing from 
: Arabians, did by their Exam- 
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pie communicate it to the reft 
of Europe. But to admit this, 
we mult afl'ent, tbat Tali'fiin 
and Melktn , both Englijb , and 
Ihmnibaldus f ramus, (which are 
all of them believed to have 
compofed their Romances about 
the Year 550) are more recent, 
by almoft 2 00 Years , than we 
can imagine. For the Revolt of 
Count Julian, and Entrance of 
the Arabians into Spam, happen- 
ed not till 9 r of the Hegira, or 
712 of our Saviour ; and fome 
Time muft be allowed for the 
Diffufing of thefc Romances in- 
to Spain, and for thofe which 
( as is pretended ) the Spaniards 
made in Imitation of them; to 
be difperfed throughout Europe. 
X (hall not take upon me to 
main- 
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;.iin the Antiquity of theft 
«; tlW I (rave great Au- 
thority to do it , becaufe the 

on and received Opinion 
would livnport me. 'Tis cer- 
tain that the Arabians were ex- 
tremely addicted^ a? I hafe made 
appear , to the Cay Science , \ 
mean, Poefy ; Fable , and Ficti- 
on. This Science was pre lei vM 
in it; Primitive Ruden« 
them , till it was cultivated arid 
imptoved bv the Greeks. They 
brought it along with their 
Arms into Afrn.: 
fubdued it ; tho' it had before 
ftouriihed in that Country : For 
j*v/Jwfe, and after him Prifiian, 
mention of the LSjc Fa- 

: and the Rotrtanco 
fulems anj Maniamis Caftiti 
both 
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Wit of thefc People, wit's. 
ry much conduced tti furtrfy 
the Victorious Arabians in their 
Inclination. 

We arc farther inform'd from 
Leo Afcr and Alamo!, rhac the 
African Aral/inns do flill paliio- 
narelv love Romantic Poei'y j 
that they celebrate the Exploits 
of llicir BuhaU in Verl'e and 
Prufe , as we do thofe of our 
Arthur and JUrarrifel : that their 
Mo,ib/hf corppofe Dim 
Love :.TIiat in Frz., on Mjibv- 
mil's Birth-Day, the Poei 
their Affemblies andPublic Spurts, 
and repeat Verfes to the Peo- 
ple '. That whoever of them has 
the Approbation of the Audi- 
tors, 
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tors , is«created Prince of th 
Poets for that Year : That th 
Kirigs of the Houfe of 
riais, who have Reigned the 
Three Hundred Years, and whic 
our Old Writers called Belkit. 
rine, convene on a certain Da 
every Year the moll Able Judge 
of the City of Fes,., and erne- 
tain them with a Splendid Feaft 
after which the Poets repea 
their Fuhgntms , tn Honour 
AWhomet : That the King con 
fers on him who excels the rcfi 
a Sum of Money, an Horfe. 
Slave, andrheRobes which him 
felf wore that Day ; and tha 
none of them are difmilted with 
out a Reward. 

Spat 
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Spain, when it had received 
the Yoke of the Arabians, learnt 
with theirManners the Cuitom. ot 
Singing Luve-Verfes, and Cele- 
brating the Actions of Great 
Men , After the Institution of 
the hards among the Gauls. But 
thefe Songs, which they called 
Romances, were vety different 
from what properly deferves 
that Name : For they were Po- 
ems compofed for Singing, and 
confequently very concife. Some 
have made Collcctjons of them ; 
and many of them appear to 
be fo very Ancient, that they 
can hardly be understood. They 
have fometimes ferved to illu- 
ftrate and explain the Hiltories 
of that Country, and to reduce 
the Events to the Order of Chro- 
nology. 
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nology. Their Romances arc 
much more modern , and not 
near of fo old a Date, as our 
Sir Trijiraufs and Sir Lancelots, 
by fome Centuries of Years. 
Miguel de Cervatile^ one of the 
Belt Wits Spain has produced, 
made 'a Fine and Judicious Cri- 
tic in his Don Quixote ; the Cu- 
rate of Mttncha , and Nicholas 
the Barber could fcarce find , in 
fo vaft a Number 3 above 
which were worthy to be pn 
ferved : The reft are delive 
Secular Ann of the Old IV r 
to be committed to the Cruelr" 
of the flames. 1 hofe whit 
they thought dfcferved to 
kept, were the Four B< 
Aittadk cte Gaul : 



to be the firfl Romance of Chi- 
valry which v. as printed in 
and the Model, and Beft of all 
the other. 

'Pabticrin of England, 
feme believe was composed 
by a King of 'Portugal , met 
with an Eafy Sentence , to be 
put in a Box Eke that of Da- 
rim, wherein Alexander kept the 
Works of Homer. Don Belia- 
nh , the Mirror of Chivalry , 
Tirante the White, and Kyrie £- 
leifoti of Mtmtauban, (for in thofe 
Good Old Times it was belie- 
ved, that Kyrie bkifm, and Pa- 
raltppmenon, were tlie Names of 

aints) where the 6ul 
of Madam Fkajiirc-of-ni' 
and the Love and Intrigues of 
the Widow Rcpi/jada, arc high- 

'y 
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Iy extolled. But all this is Mo- 
dern, if compared to the Old 
Romance.;, which were in 
Probability the Models and I 
riginals of thefe, as the Con 
fortuity of tile Works , 
Nearnefs of the Nation 
perluade. He alfo gives 
Cenfure upon the Romances i 
Verfe, and other Poems foun 
in the Library of Don 2»i» 
but this is foreign to our Su 
jtft. 

If any objefi, that as we i 
ceived the Art of Rhyming fro 
the Arabians , 'tis credible 
had the Art of Romances fro 
them ; fince the greateft Part ( 
cur Old Romances were 
Rhyme ; and that the Cufto 
of the Peifons of Quality a» 
mong 
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mong us, to give their Veftments 
to Poets , which continues to 
this Day in Ui'e at Fc* , con- 
firms this Sufpicion : I ar.lwer; 
That it is not impollible that we 
fliould receive Rhymes from the 
Arabians y and in Imitation of 
thcrn, apply them to Romances. 
Til allow farther , that the In- 
clination we then had for Ro- 
mances, might be enhanced and 
fortified by their Example ; and 
that our Art of Romancing (as 
is probable) was enriched, and 
improved, by the Communica- 
tion of Wars we were engaged 
in with Spam : But all this does 
not conclude, that we were in- 
debted to them tor our Incli- 
nation to this Art ; lince 'twas in 
Ufe 
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life with U6 3 before 'twas known 
among them. 

This Reafon does farther ob- 
lige me not to believe^ that the 
Princes of France took the Cu- 
ftom of Divefting themfelves of 
their Garments., in Favour of 
the Poets y from the Arabian 
Kings. I rather think, that each 
of them were affe&ed with tlic 
Excellent Works they heard re- 
peated 3 'and could not reftrain 
themfdves from dilpeniing. their 
Liberality immediately ^and made 
ufe of their Garments . becauffe 
they were r.eareft at Hand ; as 
we read of fome Saints } who 
have done the fame to the Poor : 
And that this Gitftem, which 
was received into Wahtc by Afe- 
1 cident* 
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cident ^ and is- continued in Fe% y 
may have been introduced into- 
both the Places by Chance. 

It is very credible., that the 
Italians were firft induced to 
compofe Romances y by the Ex- 
amples, of thofe in Trove nee ^ 
when the Popes fat at Avignon, 
and perhaps by that of other 
Divifions of the French y when 
the Normans znd Charles Eafl of 
Ajijou, (Brother to St. Louis) a 
Virtuous Prince^ a Lover of Po- 
etry., and a Poet himfclF, made 
War in Italy. For the Normans 
could not refrain themfelves 
from the Polite Science. Hi- 
ftory reports y they fung the 
* Exploits of Roland^ before they 
got that Memorable Hatf el, which 
gave the Crowri of England to 

Willi. 
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William the Baflard. All i 
I hen overwhelmed 
Darknels and Ignorance. 

EngLtiid , and Germ, 
much lcis than Italy, wi 
frodnccd but a nnaJl Numl 
of Writers, and fcarce any 
then, of Romances. Thole of 
that Country, who had a Mind 
to dittinguilh themidves by 
Learning and Knowledge 
for it to the University 
ris , which was the Mot] 

s, andiSuile to th< 
ing of Enrape. St. Thomat juH 
hjs, St , the Poets 

, and Bg(i\ul\ came thi- 
ther to ftudy , and ihe Prcli- 
:it the' 
laft of them 
of his Novels fton 
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mances ; and that Petrarch, 
the other Italian l'oets , have ri- 
fled for their Richeft Fancies, 
the Sorigs of ftiihaml King of 
Navarre, Cace^s Brnjfen,, Chajie- 
litn de Corey, and the Old Trench 
Romances. Twas then, in my 
Opinion, that the Itahans learn- 
ed from us the Seience of Ro- 
mance ; which , by their own 
Confeflron , is to lie afcribed to 
us , as well as that of Rhy- 
ming. 

Thus Spam and Italy received 
from us an Art, which was the 
Effefl of our Ignorance and Bar- 
barity, and which rhePolitenels 
of the ferftans , loniahs , and 
Greeh had produced. As Ne- 
cedity engages us, in a Dearth 
of Bread, to fuftain our Bodies 
F with 
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■with Herbs and Roots ; fowl 
the Knowledge of Truth, wb 
is the Proper and Natural i 
mentof the Mind,, begins 
fail, ivc have Recourfc to Fa 
hood, which is the Imitatioi 
Truth. As in Plenty we reft 
Bread , and our ordinary 
ands , for Ragoufts ; fo 
Minds, when acquainted wit 
the Truth , forfake the Sti 
and Speculation of it , to 
entertained with its Image, wh 
is Fiction. This Imitation, 
cording to Ariflotk, is often mc 
agreeable than the Original 
fclf ; fo that two oppofitely i 
ferent Paths , which are Igi 
ranee and Learning , Rudencfs 
and Politenefs, do often conduct 
us to the lame End ; which is, 
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an Application to Fiflions, Fa- 
bles, and Romances. Hence it 
is, that the nioft Batbatous Na- 
tions are taken with Romantic 
Inventions, as well as the nioft 
Refined. The Originals of all 
the Savages of Amine. , and 
particularly thbfe of Pith, arc 
nothing but Fables ; no more 
arc thole of the Coihs y which they 
wtote in their Ancient Rn/iu 
Characters, upon great Stones ; 
the Remains of which I my fell 
have feen in Denmark. And if 
any Thing were left us of the 
Works, which the Burets among 
the Ancient Cauls compofed, to 
eternixe the Memory of their 
Nation, I don't queftion but we 
(hould find them enriched with 
Abundance of Fictions. 

F 2 This 
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This Inclination to Fables, 
which is common to all Men, 
is not the Refult of Reafon, I. 
mitation, ot Cuftom. 'Tis Na- 
tutal to them, and has its Scat in 
the very Frame and Difpofition 
of their Soul. For the Defile 
of Knowledge is particular to 
Man, and diftinguiflies him from 
Beads no lefs than his Reafon. 
Nay we may obferve in other 
Creatures fome Rude Imprefll- 
ons of this ; whereas the Dc- 
fire of Undcrftanding is Peculi- 
ar to Us only. 

The Reafon of this, accord- 
ing to my Opinion, is ; bc- 
caufe the Faculties of the Soul 
are of too Vaft an Extent, to 
be fupplicd by the Prefent Ob- 
jects, fo that 'tis obliged to 
have 
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have recourfe to whats pad, 
and to come, in Truth and in 
Fictions , in Imaginary Spaa 
and Impoflibilities, for Objects 
to exert it felf upon. The Ob- 
jects of Senfe fill the Defiles of 
the Soul of Brutes, who have 
no farther Concern ; fo that we 
can't difcover in them thele reft- 
lcfs Emotions, which continu- 
ally actuate the Mind of Man, 
and carry it into the Purfuit 
of i recent Information, to pro- 
portion (if poflible) the Object 
to the' Faculty ; and enjoy a 
Pleafure, refembling that which 
we perceive in the Appealing 
a Violent Hunger, and Extin- 
guilhing a Corroding Thirft. 
that which Fldto in- 
tends, in the Marriage of Do- 
F 
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fits and Tenia , ( in which Terms 
he would cxprefs Riches and Po- 
verty, ) which produces exeju 
fte Plcafure. The Objeft 
fignified by Riches, which an 
not fo but in Life and Intenti 
on ; otherwife they are Unfruic 
ful, and afford no Delight. Th 
Faculty is intended by Poverty ; 
which is fterile, and always at. 
tended by Intiuietud ■, while 'ti 
feparated from Riches ; where* 
its Union wirh them , fupplii 
the Higheft Satisfaction. Th 
Cafe is the fame with our'Sou 
Poverty, the fame with Igno 
ranee, is Natural to it; it figh 
continually aftet Science, which 
is its Riches ; and when 'tis pof- 
fcfs'd of this Enjoyment , 
feels the created Plcafure. Bu 
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this Pleafure is not always equal ; 
it often is the Purchafe of much 
Labour and Difficulty : As when 
the Soul applies it felf to Intri- 
cate Speculations , and Occult 
Sciences , the Matter whereof is 
not prefent to our Senfcs ; where 
the Imagination, which acts with 
Facility, has a Lcfs Part in the 
Purfuit than the Understanding,' 
whofe Operations are more Ve- 
hement and Intenfe : And be- ' 
canfe Labour is- naturally te- 
dious , the Soul is not carried to 
Hard and Spinous Learning, un- 
lets in* Prof peer of iome Advan- 
tage, or Hopes of fome remote* 
Amuii-ment, or elfe by Neceflr- 
t\. L' nt the Knowledge which 
attracts and delights it molt, is 
that which is acquired without 
F 4 Pain, 
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Fain, and where the Imagina- 
tion alone acts on Subjects which 
fall under our Senfe, ravifh our 
Paflions, and are great Move 
in all the Affairs oi Life. Sue 
are Romances , which rcquil 
no great Intention or Difpenli 
of Mind , to understand them 
No long Rcafoniijgs are exact- 
ed ; the Memoiy is cot over- 
burthened : Nothing is demand- 
ed, hut Fancy and Imagination. 
They move out Paflions j bu 
'bs. on purpofe. to fooph 
calm them again : They excit 
neither Fear not Compaflion 
nnlel's it be- to difplay to 
the Pleafure of feeing rhofe 
were afraid , . or concern'd to: 
out of the Reach of Danger or 
Diftrefs. In fuort, all our Emo 
tion 
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tkins'thcre find thcmfelvcs agree- 
ably p revoked and appeafed. 

]Tis hence, that thole who 
aft more by Reafon than Pafli- 
on, and labour more with their 
Imagination than Underftanding, 
are affected by thero ; tho' thefe 
other are touched by them too, 
but after another manner. Thefe 
are touched by the Beauties of 
Art, which amufe the Under- 
ftand'mg ; but the former, Ig- 
norant and Simple, are fenlible 
of no more than what ftrikes 
upon the Imagination, and ftirs 
their l'afiions. They love the 
Fiction, and enquire no farther. 
Now Fictions being nothing but 
Nanations, True in Appearance, 
and Falle in Reality j the Minds 
of the Simple, who difcetn oih 
F 5 Iv 
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ly the Difguife, are pleafed an 
highly fatisfied with this She 
of Truth. But thofc who 
ncttatc farther, and fee into th 
Solid , are eaflly difgufted witl 
the Falfity : So that the Firl 
love Falfhood , becaufe 'tis co 
cealed under an Appearance < 
Truth ; the Latter arc diftafte 
with the Image of Truth, 
caufe of the Real Forgery whic 
is couched under it • unlefs 
be vamifhed with Ingenuir 
Subtilty , and InftrucVion , 
recommends it felt by the 
cellcncy of Invention and , 
St. Angnjim makes this Obferv; 
tion fomewhere ; ' That thefe 
' Falfitics which carry a Signi- 
' fication, and fuggeft an Hid- 
' den Meaning, are not Lies, 
' but 
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but the Figures of Truth ; 
' which the molt Wife and Ho- 
c ]y Perions, and even our Sa~ 
' viour himfelf, have ufed upon 
c Honourable and Pious Occa- 
' lions. 

Since then 'tis true , that Lies 
commonly flow from Ignorance, 
and the Grofsnefs of our Intel- 
lect ', and that this Inundation 
of the Barbarians, who iiiiied 
from the North, fpread over all 
Em-ope, and plunged it into filch 
profound Ignorance, as it could 
not clear it felf from, within the 
Space of Two Ages ; is it not 
then probable, rhat this Igno- 
rance caufed the fame Etfed) in 
Europe, which it had produced 
every where bclidcs ? And is it 
BOS vain to enquire for that in 
Chance* 
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Cliance , which we find in Na 
ture ? There is then no Reafoi 
to contend, but that French 
German, and Engtif/} Romances 
and all the Fables of the 'North 
arc the Fruits of thofe Cou 
tries, and not imported fron 
Abroad : That they never hat 
other Originals than rhe Hifto- 
ries fturred with Falfities, an 
made in Obfcure Ignorant Time: 
when rhere was neither Induftr 
nor Curiolity to difcover th 
Truth of Things, nor Art 
defcribe it, if 'twas found : Tha 
diete Hiftories have been we 
received by rhe Unpolilbcd anc 
Half-barbarous People ; and tha 
the Hiftorians thereupon too 
upon them the Liberty to pre 
fei 
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fetit them with what was pure- 
ly forged, which were the Ro- 
manced. 

'Tis a common Opinion, that 
Hiftories have formerly been cal- 
led by this Title , which is fince 
applied only to Fi&ions ; which 
is an Irrefragable Teftimony that 
the one proceeded from the 
other. 

" Romances, (faith Figna), 
" according to the Common 
" Opinion in France, were the 
" Annals : And becaufe the Hi" 
" ftory of the War, wlm 
" pubiifiicd fucceliivdy , had 
" that Name ; fome afterwards 
" who neglected the T1..I1, 
" ( howfoever Fabulous 
" were ) gav.e their Writings 
K the fame Name. 

Slrabo, 
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Slrabo, in a Paflage I have : 
ready allcdgcd, faith, That I 
Hiftories of the Medei , 
anSj and Syrians, have deferve 
but little Credit ; fince thoft 
who wrote them , when the 
faw the Inventers of Fables 
great Efteenv,believed they migh 
Eftablilh a Reputation , by wri 
ting Fables in the Form of 
(lories, which were the fai 
with Romances. Whence 
may conclude , that Romano 
had ( in all Probability ) 
fame Original with us ? whit 
they formerly had with othei 
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voice , who were the Princes of 
Romancing in France. Their 
Myftery was to generally appro- 
ved of, that all the Counties of 
frame had Perfons of that Pro- 
feflion. 

The Eleventh Age produced 
a Matclilefs Number of them, 
both in Profe and Verfe. Ma- 
ny of their Works are prcfer- 
ved, in Spite cf the Envy of 
Time. Of this Number were 
the Romances of Garni Ic Lo- 
beran, ofTriJIraui, Lancelot, Dn 
Lake, Si. Glial, Merlin, Anhur, 
Perceval , Pern fin «fi , and of 
nioft of thofe 1 1 7 Poets who 
lived before the Year 1 300, who 
have received the Cenfure of 
the Prefidcnt Fmubet. 

I (hall 
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'II {hall not undertake to repre* 
{entthem in a. Catalogue * mot 
examine whether the Amadis Hi 
Caul were originally? from Spaing 
Flanders, or Pratt e $ and whe* 
ther the Romance of Tiel tile* 
fpiegel be; a Translation from • the 
Gertkatty o% in. what Language 
the Romance of the Seven Wtjh 
Men of Greece was fir ft written $ 
or that off Dolopathds y which 
fomc fay was extra&ed from the 
Parables of Sandaber the Indian. 
Some fay 'tis to be found m 
Greek in fome Libraries ; which 
has futniflied the Matter- of an 
Italian Book caH'd Eraftus, (and 
of many of Bbccace his Novels, 
as the fame Fauchet has remark- 
ed ) which . was written in* Lfr 
* tin 
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tin by John Matck , of the Ab- 
by de Hautefeltie , whereof An- 
cient Copies are to be feen ; and 
tranflated into French by the 
Clerk Hubert , about the End of 
the Twelfth Age, and into High 
Dutch about Three Hundred 
Years afterwards 5 and an Hun- 
dred Years after that, from High 
Dutch into L/itin again , by » 
Learned Hand , who changed 
the Names of it, and was igno- 
rant that the Dutch had come 
from the Latin. 

It mail fuflice if I tell you, 
that all thefe Works which Ig- 
norance has given Birth to, car- 
ried along with them the Marks 
of their Original , and were no 

Kthan a Complication of 
Fiai- 
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FicKons , grofsly caft togetta 
in the greatcft Confufion, ar 
infinitely iliort of the Excell 
Degree of Art and Elegance 
to which the French Nation i 
now arrived in Romances. 'Ti 
truly a Subject of Admiration 
that we, who have yielded ti 
others the Bays for Epic Poetry 
and Hiftory, have neverthelel 
advanced thefe to fo high a Pe 
fcftion 3 that the Beft of their 
are not Equal to the Meaneft 
ours. 

We owe (I believe) this At 
vantage to the Refinement an 
Politenefs of out Gallantry 
which proceeds 3 in my Opini 
on, from the great Liberty whic 
the Men of France allow to th 
Ladie 
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Ladies. They are in a manner 
Reclufes in Italy and Spain ; and 
feparated from Men by fo ma- 
ny Obftacles, that they are fcarce 
to be icen , and not to be fpo- 
ken with at all. Hence theMen 
have neglected the Art of En- 
gaging the Tender Sex, becaufe 
the Occafions of it are fo rare. 
All the Study and Bulinefs there, 
is to furmount the Difficulties 
of Accefs J when this is effect- 
ed, they make life of the Time, 
without amufing themfelves with 
Forms. But in France^ the La- 
dies go at large upon their Pa- 
role ; and being under no Cu- 
ftody but that of their own 
Heart , ercft it into a Fort, 
more ftrong and fecure than 
all 
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all the Keys, Grates, and Vig 
lance of the Dottcyias. Th 
Men are obliged to make a Re- 
gular and Formal Allault againfi 
this Fort , to employ To muc 
Indlifrry and Addrefs to reduo 
it, that they have formed it in 
to an Art fcarce known to othe 
Nations. 

'Tis this Art which diftil 



guimes the 
Romances , 



French from 1 
and renders 



Reading of them fo Dclii 
ous , that they caufe more 1 
Arable Studies to be neglec; 
ed. 

The Ladies were firft take 
with this Lure : They mad 
Romances their Study ; ; 
have defpifed the Ancient 
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ble and Hiftory fo far , that 
they now no longer undcrftand 
thole Works, from which they 
received their greateft Enibellifli- 
ments : And left they mould 
blnm at this Ignorance, which 
they find themfelves fo often 
iguilty of ; they ^perceive they 
had better difapprove what they 
don't know, than rake the Pains 
to learn it. 

The Men, in Complaifajice, 
have imitated tbem ; condemn- 
ed what they difliked, and call 
that Pedantry , which made an 
Effcntial Part of Politenefs, ,e- 
ven in Malherbes Time. The 
Poets, and other French Writers 
who fucceeded , have been con- 
ftraincd to fubmit to tbis Arbi- 
tration; 
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and 



many 



of the 



©bferving rhat the Knowle 
of Antiquity would be of 
Advantage to them, have ces 
to ftudy what they durft 
praftife : Thus a vety 
Caufc has produced an 111 
feci ; and the Beauty of 1 
Romances has drawn upon the 
the Contempt of Good Letter; 
and confequently Ignorance. 

I don't, for all this, pretend 
to condemn the Reading 
them. The Belt Things in i 
World arc attended with the 
Inconveniericies ; Romances to 
may have much worfe th 
Ignorance. I know wha 
they are accuftd for : The 
exhauft our Devotion, and in- 
1 rpiie 



Romances. 143 

fpire us with Irregular Paflions, 
and corrupt our Manners. All 
this may be , and fometimes 
does happen. But what can't 
Evil and Degenerated Minds 
make an 111 Ufc of? Weak 
Souls are contagious to them- 
felves, and make Poyfon of e- 
very Thing. Hiftories muft be 
forbidden , which relate fo ma- 
ny Pernicious Examples ; and 
the Fable muft undergo the fame 
Fate ; (jbr there Crime? arc au- 
thorised by the Practice of the 
Gods. 

A Marble Statue, which was 
adored by the Publick Devoti- 
on of the Heathens, incited die 
Paflion, Brutality, and Dcfpair 
pf a Young Man. 

Chcrej, 
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Chert a , in Terence, fortifi 
himfelf in a Criminal Defig 
at the Sight of a Pifiure 
Jupiter, which drew the Rev 
rente of all other Spectator* 
Little Regard was had to ! 
briety of Manners, in mod: 1 
of the Grffyi: and Old Fren 
Romances, by Reafon of 
Vice of the Times in whi< 
they wete compofed. Even i 
Ajkrea , and feme others whk 
have followed, are Licentio 
But the Modern Romances 
fpeak of the Good ones) are I 
far from this Fault, that you 
fcarce find an Expreflion , 
Word, which may (hock Chad 
Ears, or ofie tingle Afiion which \ 
may give Offence to Modeiry. 
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If any one ob)e& ; That Love 
is treated of in a Manner fo 
Soft and Infmuating , that the 
Bait of this Dangerous Paflion 
invades too eafily the Tender 
Hearts : I anfwer , That it is fo 
far from being Dangerous, that 
it is in fome Refpe&s Necefla* 
ry, that the Young People of 
the World fhould be acquainted 
with it ; that they may ftop 
their Ears to that which is Cri- 
minal , and be better fortified 
againft its Artifices ; and know 
their Conduct , in that which 
has an Honeft and Sacred End. 
This is fo true, that Experience 
lays before us , that fuch as are 
' leaft acquainted with Love, are 
the raoft unguarded to its Af- 
C &ults, 
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Monfieur V Zfrfee was the 
firft who retrieved them from 
Barbarity, and reduced them to 
Rules, in his Incomparable A- 
Jirea, The moft Ingenious and 
Polite Work which has appear- 
ed in this Kind, and which E- 
clipfed the Glory which Greece, 
hnly and Spain, had acquired. 
However, he has not difcou- 
raged thofe who come after him 
to undertake what he has per- 
formed. He has not fo far en- 
grailed the Public Admiration, 
but that fome are (till left foe 
the many Excellent Romances 
which difplayed themfelves in 
France fince His. 
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None can, without Amaz 
ment, read thofe which a Maid 
as Illuftrious in her Modefty, as 
her Merit , has publiihed under 
a Borrowed Name ; depriving 
her felf fo Generoufly of that 
Glory which was her Due, and 
not feeking for a Reward , but 
m her Virtue ; as if while She 
took fo much Trouble fur the 
Honour of our Nation , She 
would fpare that Shame to Our 
Sex. But Time has done her 
that Juftice, which She denied 
her felf J and has informed us, 
that the Illuftrious Bail'a, Grand 
Cyrus, and CUlia , are the Per- 
formances of Madam de Sni- 
dery : That the Art of making 
../■Romances, which might defend 
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nour to be attended to by a Wife 
and Virtuous Maid. 

For your Part, Sir, fince 'tis 
true , as I have demonftrated, 
and Plutarch allures us, that one 
of the Greateft Charms which 
can affefl the Soul of Man, is 
the Connexion of a Fable, well 
Invented , and well Related-; 
what Succefs may you not pre- 
fume upon from Xayde y where 
tKe~XcTventurcs are fo New and 
Touching, and the Narration fo 
Juft and Polite ? 

I could wilb, for the Concern 
I have for that Great Prince 
which Heaven has placed over 
us , that we had an Hiftory of 
hi; 
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his Wonderful Reign, wrote in 
a Style fo Noble, and with the 
fame Accuratenefs and Difcern- 
mcnt. The Virtues which con- 
duct his Reign are fo Noble, and 
the Fortune which attends them 
fo Surprizing , that Pofterity 
would doubt whether it were an 
Hiftory, or a Romance. 
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